
Our Farms, Our Food, Our Future… 
Forum 
Connecting the dots between Food and Health!                   
Town Hall, Skibbereen.  

Saturday Sept 8th from 10.30am to 6.30pm 

 

World expert on effects of Glyphosate/roundup and GMO in the body, Professor Giles Eric 
Seralini and many other experts on food and health will be speaking at a forum in Skibbereen 
as part of A Taste of West Cork Food Festival in September. 
The food we eat and how it is produced has enormous impact on our health, a fact that has 
been well established by numerous scientists, doctors and nutrition experts around the world. 
Food, in effect has the power to cure or to kill. Chronic diseases such as obesity, infertility, 
diabetes and mental illnesses, have increased alarmingly in recent years. The statistics are 
sobering…. 

• According to the World Health Organisation�the number of people in the developing 
world with diabetes will increase by more than 2.5-fold, from 84 million in 1995 to 
250 million by 2025.  

• Ireland is set to become the most obese country in Europe, with the UK, within a 
decade. Irish men already have the highest body mass index (BMI) in Europe, while 
Irish women rank third. One third of Irish school children are overweight. The 
number of obese people worldwide has risen from 105 million in 1975 to 641 million 
in 2014.  

• One person dies from cancer every hour in Ireland.�The incidence of the disease is 
said to double by 2040 with one in two people predicted to contract cancer in their 
lifetime. 

The financial burden of the increase in chronic illness is crippling our health services and our 
economy. Hippocrates, the father of medicines said “Let Food be Thy Medicine.” Nutritional 
therapist Majella O’Neill and organic farmer, and seed-saver, Madeline McKeever are 
organising this conference. As a result of their research, they are committed to highlighting 
the vital connection between our food choices, how we grow and produce food and our health 
and well-being. 
 Key foundation blocks to our health are our microbes or bacteria as borne out by research 
from the APC Microbiome, University College Cork and Teagasc, Moorepark Along with 
other leading educational centres around the world they are discovering the link between the 
biodiversity of microbes and soil, plant, animal and human health. There is growing evidence 
that these are damaged by chemicals used in modern farming. To elucidate these issues, and 
to highlight them, they have brought together this international panel of experts.  
They hope the final discussion will find ways forward for Irish farmers and food producers to 
lead the way on the world stage toward a more sustainable health promoting model of food 
production that will truly nourish us into the future. Here in Ireland we have a culture of 
relatively small diverse holdings and a growing lucrative Artisan Food industry incorporating 
many health promoting principals. Ireland’s farming and food industry is perfectly poised to 
lead the way on the world food stage, and cappatalise on a growing consumer sentiment by 
embracing food production standards  that give  real, dependable  assurances to consumers as 
to the quality and health benefits of our food products.  
This forum is to help inform this movement  
 
This forum is for farmers, food producers, chefs, health professionals and all who are 
interested in food and health. 



Speakers 
 
Dr. Fiona Crispie, Technologist, Teagasc 
Dr Fiona Crispie holds a PhD in Molecular Biology and conducts research for Teagasc on 
food and the human/animal gut and its role in health and disease in humans and animals with 
Dr Paul Cotter, Teagasc Food Research Centre Moorepark. 
 
 
Prof. Gilles-Éric Séralini, Scientist at the University of Caen 
Gilles-Éric Séralini is a professor of molecular biology at the University of Caen, and author 
of numerous books on environmental pollution, Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) 
and the detoxification process. 
 
He was a  leading expert for the French Government and the European Commission on 
GMOs and President (1999-2016) of the Scientific Council for Independent Research on 
Genetic Eengineering from 1999 – 2016. For more information see www.criigen.org.  
 
Séralini is the author of “The Great Health Scam”  and has written  a further 7 books as well 
as more than 100 scientific papers and publications. 
 His research papers are available at www.seralini.fr 
 
Jérome Douzelet, Chef 
Hotel and restaurant owner in the South of France, Douzelet cooks organic meals and knows 
how to detoxify chemicals in food through particular culinary methods and use of detoxifying 
ingredients. He is also an expert in tasting synthetic pesticides in water at levels present in 
wines, a skill which he will explain and demonstrate at the forum. He is co-author of two 
books with Seralini, ‘The Great Health Scam” and ‘The Taste of Pesticides in Wine”.  
  
Darina Allen, Chef and Co-owner of Ballymaloe Cookery School. 
Darina is a tireless campaigner and ambassador for Irish food and farmer’s markets and is 
particularly vocal on the use of pesticides on our food. She holds many positions in food 
organisations such as the East Cork Slow Food convivium, the Taste Council of Bord Bia, the 
Artisan Food Forum of the Food Safety Authority of Ireland, Euro-Toques (European 
Association of Chefs), Guild of Foodwriters and is also a patron of Irish Seed Savers. 
Darina is also columnist for the Irish Examiner, author of numerous cookery books and 
television presenter.  
 
Dr Laura Boyle (M.Agr.Sc., Ph.D) Animal Scientist with Teagasc 
Laura is a  senior research officer in the Pig Development Department of Teagasc, based at 
the Animal and Grassland Research and Innovation Centre in Moorepark, Fermoy. She has 
over 20 years of experience in animal welfare science and her research covers the effects of 
management, housing and farmers attitudes to the welfare of pigs and dairy cows. 
 
Ib Pedersen, Pig Farmer 
When Ib Pedersen stopped feeding genetically modified soya to his pigs there were 
immediate improvements in the health and fertility of the pigs. Pederson had experienced 
birth defects in his livestock which had increased from 1 in 260 when glyphosate levels were 
high in his pig feed. This was drastically reduced by changing to non-GMO based feed. He is 
now working with the Danish Department of Agriculture and Aarhus University to combat 
the use of pesticides in food crops. 



Town Hall, Skibbereen. Saturday Sept 8th from 10.30am to 6.30pm Cost €25  
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/our-farms-our-food-our-future-tickets-47346834657?aff=es2 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Our-Farms-Our-Food-Our-Future- 

https://twitter.com/our_2018  @our_2018 

 
Reservations …. www.eventbrite.ie 
Email….majellaoneillnutrition@gmail.com  
Phone…086 1966988 
Facebook…. https://www.facebook.com/Our-Farms-Our-Food-Our-Future-
223304231607356/  
www.facebook.com/Majella-O-Neill-Riverside-Vitality-1515968511823464/  
 


